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Vision  ‘A world where everyone has a decent place live’
Mission ‘seeking to put God’s love into action Habitat brings people together to build homes, communities and hope

About Habitat for Humanity 
Habitat for Humanity is a global Christian housing movement that seeks to put God's love into action by bringing people together to build homes, communities and hope. Since 1976, Habitat has served more than 500,000 families by welcoming people of all races, religions and nationalities to construct, rehabilitate or preserve homes; by advocating for fair and just housing policies; and by providing training and access to resources to help families improve their shelter conditions.

In Northern Ireland our work is focused on community regeneration and reconciliation. Since 1993 more than 17,000 volunteers has worked together to build nearly 100 homes in areas impacted by deprivation and the legacy of conflict.  
Habitat for Humanity Northern Ireland is a key partner in the global mission raising funds to support international projects and sending volunteer teams to work alongside families in some of the world’s most vulnerable communities.  

reconciliation and regeneration
For more information, to donate or to volunteer, please visit habitatni.co.uk, follow us at facebook.com/habitatni or on Twitter @habitatni 
Background
· Habitat for Humanity is a non-denominational, Christian self-build housing movement dedicated to eliminating substandard housing and homelessness worldwide and to making adequate, affordable shelter a matter of conscience and action. 
· Habitat is founded on the conviction that every man, woman and child should have a simple, decent, affordable place to live in dignity and safety. Habitat welcomes  people of all backgrounds, races and religions to build houses together in partnership with families in need.

· Habitat has built more than 500,000 houses around the world, providing more than 2 million people in more than 3,000 communities with safe, decent, affordable shelter. 

· 1.6 billion people worldwide live in poverty housing and 100 million are homeless

· Urbanisation is resulting in one of the biggest environmental hazards – the shift of the rural poor to cities to the extent that more than 1 billion people now live in urban slums

· Habitat is working in partnership with other charitable and non-governmental organisations, HFH is extending its impact, serving families with incremental housing solutions including upgrading existing dwellings, basic water and sanitation, provision of land rights and security of tenure. Habitat for Humanity aims to serve 50,000 families per year worldwide by 2010 through innovative, effective housing solutions.

· Global goal this year is to serve more than 75,000 families through building and renovating homes in more than 90 countries.

· A Habitat home is now completed somewhere around the world every 8 minutes! 

Habitat NI  Background
· Starting before the ceasefires, our work locally has been focussed on reconciliation and regeneration in communities impacted by deprivation and the legacy of conflict. 

· Since 1994 Habitat has brought together almost 17,000 volunteers from across Northern Ireland committed to a shared future for Northern Ireland – to building houses, building community and building hope. Habitat has completed almost 100 homes across 9 communities. 
· Habitat for Humanity Northern Ireland is a key partner in Habitat’s global mission raising funds to support international projects and sending volunteer teams to work alongside families in some of the world’s most vulnerable communities. 
· Our Strategic priority is to support programmes which focus on the alleviation of poverty through housing. There are 4 key themes Peacebuilding, Urbanisation and Vulnerable Groups and Disaster Response and Mitigation. 
· Habitat NI is committed to a number of international partnership programmes in Ethiopia, where we have supported the building of 150 homes over 3 years, and in India, Romania, Cambodia, Malawi and El Salvador 
Global Village

· In the 11 years since Habitat’s International volunteer programme began 3,500 volunteers have travelled to build homes in partnership with families in need raising over £2 million in donations alone and building more than 1000 homes.
· 1 in 500 people from Northern Ireland has travelled as part of the Global Village programme. The programme is designed to help all GV volunteers understand better the challenges faced by the communities they will visit and the part they will play in tackling global poverty and inequality. 

· As a Serve and Learn programme the goal is to see volunteers use their experience of working alongside families in need to advocate for change in the world and to impact the community here at home through leadership development and active citizenship.

Local Programme

· Despite huge political progress Northern Ireland remains a deeply divided society. 92.5% of social housing is segregated along religious lines and only 1 in 20 of school children are in integrated education.  HFHNI’s commitment to bringing people together, from an increasingly diverse Northern Ireland, together through practical volunteering, skills and leadership development remains an important part of delivering on the opportunity to build lasting peace.
· Local volunteering brings together a diverse range of volunteers from across Northern Ireland.  In addition to a range of opportunities for local business, the public sector and the church there are also intentional volunteering opportunities like The Schools & Youth Good Relations and Citizenship programme which challenges those who take part to play an active part in regenerating the local community. 
·  Every year more than 1000 volunteers work together locally delivering real impacts at a local level.
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