Global Village FAQ

Why volunteer, why not just send money? 

Money is vital for Habitat for Humanity to achieve its mission of a world where everyone has a decent place to live. Less than 10% of Habitat houses are built with overseas volunteer involvement. Yet the impact of volunteers goes beyond the labour and the money that volunteers bring. They also bring laughter and enthusiasm, and leave partner families and local communities with the sense that they are not alone – there are people far away who understand and who are prepared to travel to personally deliver the ‘hand–up’ which will change their lives forever.  

How many days do we build for? 

The number of building days depends on the length of time you choose to spend in the country, which is usually 10–14 days. Teams usually build for 7–10 days, over a period of two weeks, but this can be flexible to suit the needs of your group. The remaining days are spent discovering more about the culture and community. 

What kind of construction work will we do? 

This will depend on the local building techniques and the stage of the build, but could be mixing cement, laying blocks, digging foundations, plastering or painting. No building experience is necessary. All you need is enthusiasm and motivation to take part. The Habitat Site Supervisors on site will ensure you learn all you need to know as you work.

How much does a Habitat for Humanity house cost?

There is great variation, but the average cost of a Habitat home in the developing world (construction and overhead costs) is just £1,235. Homeowners pay an affordable loan and the repayments go into a revolving fund for new houses. In some situations, such as Habitat’s Orphans and Vulnerable Children Programme (where the parents have died of HIV/Aids) children can access a range of support to help them have a safe, secure home. These houses can only be built where funds are available either from individuals or groups. 

